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IV. COMMISSION ANALYSIS

We encourage parties to settle issues through negotiation and compromise because it is
an opportunity for creative problem solving, allows the parties to reach a result in line with their
expectations, and is often a better alternative to litigation. Granite State Electric Co., Order
No. 23,966 at 10 (May 8, 2002); see RSA 541-A:31, V(a) (“informal disposition may be made of
any contested case ... by stipulation [or] agreed settlement™). Pursuant to RSA 541-A:31, V(a),
informal disposition may be made of any contested case at any time prior to the entry of a final
decision or order, by stipulation, agreed settlement, consent order, or default. N.H. Code Admin.
Rules Puc 203.20(b) requires the Commission to determine, prior to approving disposition of a
contested case by settlement, that the settlement results are just and reasonable and serve the
public interest. Even when all parties join a settlement agreement, the Commission cannot
approve it without independently determining that the results comport with applicable standards.
EnergyNorth Natural Gas Inc. d/b/a National Grid NH, Order No. 25,202 at 18 (March 10,
2011).

Based on the record developed by the parties, we find that the Settlement Agreement is a
just and reasonable resolution of all issues in Eversource’s 2015 LCIRP filing. The Commission
required Eversource to file a limited LCIRP in 2015 given the fact that the N.H. Legislature was
then working on legislation to amend the LCIRP statute. The 2015 LCIRP adequately addresses
the statutory elements we required Eversource to address. On that basis, we approve
Eversource’s 2015 LCIRP.

We also find necessary the terms of the Settlement Agreement that require more detailed
analysis of the costs and benefits of various solutions to distribution problems and additional

planning information. That information will assist the Commission in the review required by
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RSA 378:39 as it has been amended by the legislature. The Settlement Agreement’s
requirements for the next LCIRP represent a thoughtful approach to assist the Company in
crafting an LCTRP that meets the relevant statutory requirements. We find the Settlement
Agreement is just and reasonable and in the public interest and we approve it on that basis. We
acknowledge the OCA’s position that we should transtorm the LCIRP process and we intend to
continue to develop a new approach to the planning process for electric distribution utilities’
LCIRPs.

Based upon the foregoing, it is hereby

ORDERED, that Eversource’s 2015 LCIRP is approved; and it is

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Settlement Agreement between Staff and Eversource
for Eversource’s next-filed LCIRP is hereby APPROVED; and it is

FURTHER ORDERED, that Eversource shall file its next LCIRP no later than two
years {rom the date of this order.

By order of the Public Utilities Commission of New Hampshire this twenty-fifth day of

August, 2017.
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